WHY DID I JOIN AND WHAT MAKES ME A MASON
An EA Study Guide
Brother Paul C Uslan
Both of these questions can be answered
very quickly and easily. You were curious, had a
friend or family member as a Mason, friendship,
wanted a social or dinner club, or wanted to do
charitable good works. All of these answers and so
many more apply, but Masonry is so much more. All
of these answers are actually the by-product of what
we do and not why we are doing it. These answers
are very easy and superficial but believe me when I
tell you, nothing in Masonry is easy or superficial.
The answer to what makes me a mason is you go
thru and receive your degrees.
Whenever we look to join any group or
organization, the reason is that we are looking for
something to fulfill a need. It is our subconscious
telling us a void exists deep inside and needs to be
filled. You don’t know exactly what you are looking
for, but you are reaching out instinctively as you
sense you should be looking. You feel something is
missing or maybe that something just doesn’t seem
or feel right. What you are feeling is the
subconscious East coming from your heart advising
your head what to do. I believe we can reduce that
feeling or sensation down to philosophical terms
with three questions: Who am I, Where am I from,
and Where am I going.
I cannot give you any of those answers with
certainty, any more than you could give them to me.
But I have been searching my entire life and can
relate a little about what I have found. God has
given us a mind with the knowledge that there is
definitely a path to find those answers. Masonry is
the roadmap or GPS for that path. Our degrees with
their understanding and code of behavior provide
the light that illuminates our way. We are all on the
level and simply just travelling men on that path.
As we are all entered apprentices, I will limit
this talk to the EA degree. I am not going to talk

about masonic symbols or specifics, but only about
the deeper feeling and spirit of this degree. The EA
degree looks to accomplish two things. Firstly when
we walk thru the portals and pillars at the entrance
of the Lodge, we are walking into a different plane
of existence. We leave the lower or physical plane
of our existence at the door and enter into a higher
plane filled with possibilities and answers not
available on the lower plane.
Secondly, it prepares both your body and
mind to be initiated into that higher plane. Although
your conscious thought might not be aware of
anything going on, your subconscious understands
completely. The darkness and hoodwink act to limit
your senses making you more able to fully accept
what is happening. It is very similar to a baby being
born. It comes out of darkness into a brand new
world. The subconscious tells it to open its eyes and
to breathe. No one teaches it, but it has that
instinctive knowledge what to do. Even though it
has opens its eye, they are still unable to focus and
see what is happening. The mind directs the eyes to
keep focusing further and further out until it can
finally see and comprehend the new world it has just
entered. As we progress thru Masonry, we also
begin to be able to see and comprehend things that
were previously hidden in plain sight.
The process begins when we first ask for an
application. We simply ask and we get an answer. It
is actually that simple to begin your Masonic or
spiritual journey. The hard part is knowing what
questions to ask. Because we don’t know the
answers on what we need to do, Masonry provides
us with a guide to lead us. Thru out your entire life,
Masonry will always be there to provide you with a
guide. You just need to be aware of its presence as
it too is hidden in plain sight.

I truly love the EA degree and feel it is the
most important of all degrees as it is your initiation
into the realm of unlimited possibilities. It confirms
to us that yes there is something more, and not only
that it will provide all the answers. And so begins
your masonic journey. You can think of it like being
admitted into a spiritual school. All you need to do
is apply and you are admitted. Before being
admitted however, you must fill out an application.
We never ask as you must be ready to come to us.
This is proof that you do have that spark inside
longing for answers.
Next, you knock on the knock on the door
and before you are allowed to enter, some
questions need to be answered. You need to be well
recommended. Why, because this shows that other
Masons have seen or subconsciously felt that spark
within you. You need to be a free man. Why is that
even important as we no longer have indentured
servitude or some Lord telling us what to do. It is not
our wives saying we are free to join and go to Lodge.
It reinforces in you that we all have free will and as
such are able to make our own choices and take
responsibility for them. We need to be in good
standing. You cannot start with an inherently flawed
character, because then you will only get flawed
results. You can have faults, but your character
must be moral and ethical.
When we are asked in whom do we place our
trust, our guide gives us the answer in God. That
realization proves we are now operating on a
different level of existence. It also tells us how and
from where we are going to get the answers to my
three existential questions. Aside from making sure
we are ready and willing to begin our initiation and
journey, EA degree shows us how we are expected
to behave. It prepares us for all the difficult work
and conscious effort that now lies before us. This is
sort of like getting the right equipment to complete
a job or even be able to play a sport. If you don’t
have a bat or ball, you can’t play baseball. If you
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don’t have a hammer, nails, and saw, you can’t be a
carpenter. The EA degree gives us our beginning
tools, the instructions on how to use them, and
what the job is going to be. Without initiation, none
of this is possible.
Masonry provides us with the working tools
required to begin our task: the 24” gauge and the
common gavel. The 24” gauge tells us the three
things needed to begin our journey. Be thankful for
this opportunity being given by God, for without
gratitude, the process stops before it can even
begin. Be aware of our fellow man or distressed
brother. We are told to be helpful where and when
ever we can, giving of ourselves freely. This changes
your viewpoint from what about me, to I am just a
small piece of this cosmic puzzle. This teaches you
that ultimately everything now lies in your own
hands. It is completely up to you to do the necessary
and required work, no matter how daunting that
may be, to begin and continue the journey. Masonry
will be your guide, but it is your own efforts that will
produce results.
Once you begin to achieve results, the
difficult part now begins. If you allow, your ego will
claim those results as you own. Once it does, the
results will no longer matter as they will now
become illusion. If however you just accept it as a
wonderful gift, enjoy it and then let it go, it now
becomes capable of producing more light and more
amazing results. Masonry and the EA Degree
teaches us it is the light from the East that is the
transforming magic and we need just to take it into
our hearts and allow it to work. This gift is given by
the Great Architect of the Universe available to any
and all that are duly and well prepared.
The last part, taking time for refreshment
teaches us we need to be able to experience and
accept the happiness, love, and joy that result from
this process. It tells us we are going to find
contentment and provides the answer to the

question as to why we joined Masonry, to become
fulfilled and to be happy. That answer continues to
change as we continue to expand our own
consciousness. The 24” gauge shows us that
everything is there, we have the required time, and
we just need to work at it, being happy, patient, and
grateful for the opportunity..

trestle board, work really hard, we can collect the
necessary wages required for entrance into the
temple within. Each of our degrees prepares and
teaches us not only how to build and travel to that
temple, but how to keep going deeper and deeper
until you can reach that inner sanctorum and the
core of all essence.

The other working tool, the common gavel
provides the answer to how do we become a
Mason. The thing I have always liked is that it is
specified as a common gavel. It is not fancy, unique,
or expensive, but instead readily available to all that
want to use it. Because it is a gavel, it tells us that
while simple to use it will require demanding work
and effort. It is ultimately this work that is going to
change us. That is a very important thing you always
need to remember, that only continuous work and
conscious effort is going to allow us to change.

Our most worthy brother, Past Worshipful
Master Lowell Easton when asked his degree,
always answered EA. That is because he realized
that is what indicates we are masons and spiritual
students. When our Lodge is opened, it does not
matter if we are Fellowcraft or Master Masons, we
always open on the EA degree which says school is
now open. On some occasions we will move up to
other degrees, but that is usually for conducting
business at those levels. Our EA degree continually
offer lessons and teachings that will provide light
regardless of degree. This however will vary for
each brother depending on where they are on their
travels down the path.

For every answer we get, it always leads us
to another question. So what is wrong with just
being a rough ashlar? Do we really need to be a
smooth and perfect one. We are rough because we
are living in the physical world, always being pulled
in one direction or the other. Our egos are telling us
what to do and that doing good things will bring us
even more good things making us feel better. The
EA degree teaches us to do good things because it
will bring others good things and make them feel
better. Every time we do the right thing, simply
because it is the right thing to do, we start to smooth
down and perfect our ashlar. This process teaches
us what is required to build and then enter the
Lodge or Temple within our hearts and into the
spiritual world. That is how we become a Mason,
we learn how to implement the right of passage.
Being a Mason means smoothing our ashlar
until it is ready to be placed to complete the Lodge
and Temple within our hearts. We all come from the
East, and a Masonic life is our path to journey back
to the East. If we follow the instructions on the
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All of this is why I so love the EA degree and
why I continue to find it the most illuminating. You
might find your own likings and connections to our
other degrees, but the EA is what initiates, begins,
and maintains the entire process. When I say I am
an EA, I am saying I am a student so taken and
recognized by others on my same journey. Saying I
am currently a student and learning is so much more
important to me than saying what grade I am in.
That is why I continue to sit in the NE corner of the
Lodge where everything must always begin. I get
the guidance from the light in the East and I allow it
to carry me out of the darkness in the North.
So what makes me an EA. We hear the
answer from our Senior Warden at the opening of
every Lodge meeting: my obligation. We all take
that at the culmination of the EA ritual. But out of
everything that occurred during your initiation, why
does this get singled out as the most important

event. If I were in a court, I will also rest my hand on
the holy book and say I promise to tell the whole
truth, nothing but the truth so help me God. Am I
then taking an obligation? No I am not as I am only
making a promise. It also has a penalty: break my
promise and I go to jail. So what makes what we do
an obligation?
It is an obligation because as we go thru the
ritual of the degree, we can slowly begin to
understand or suspect about what is being offered
and taught. We realize that not only does it have
great value and will impact our lives, we understand
we need to treat it with only the highest level of
respect. Without respect, our journey will also come
grinding to a halt. When I took my obligation, I
personally was not worried about the safety of my
tongue and throat should I break my obligation. But
this penalty that we are taught is only symbolic also
has modern time significance. For if we break our
obligation, nothing further that ever comes out of
our mouths can ever be trusted. That is akin to
having no tongue and only able to speak nonsense.
As I said earlier, nothing in our craft is superficial.
The more questions we ask, the more answers and
understanding we get, and the deeper the next set
of questions gets to be.
As we proceed thru Masonry, we realize we
are going deeper into our own hearts and the light
we find there is our guide to always making the right
choice. That light peels thru the many layers of our
being as if we were an artichoke. The outer layer is
covered in thistles and each leaf as we get closer and
closer to the center becomes sweeter and sweeter
until we can finally reach the delicious heart. Don’t
be in a hurry to try to rush thru the degree rituals to
become designated a Fellowcraft or Master Mason.
Instead realize we are a lifelong travel or journey
and try to savor every moment of it.
The mistake that so many masons make and
the reason why so many just fall away, is that they
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think the answer they are looking for is going to be
a single magical word, a special grip or handshake,
or a pin proclaiming I am a Master Mason and
entitled to all answers. What they fail to recognize is
that becoming a master mason is actually a process
that guides us along the path. They don’t
understand the journey is capable of producing
more sweetness, love, and joy that they could ever
imagine. The only caveat is that it does require hard
work and conscious effort to allow the light to free
you from your ego as well as shining brightly to
illuminate the path.
Where that path leads is the answer to the
question of where are we going. We are going to
become the point within the circle, surrounded by
those same pillars we first walked thru when we
began our journey at initiation. We become one
with the universe and the universe becomes one
with us. That is the true purpose of Masonry. We
are all masons because we are traveling that magical
journey to the completed Temple within our hearts.
When you are able to live simply, and stay in that
Temple, you have now become a Master Mason.
And even then, it is only a temporary resting point
on our final journey to the kingdom of the Great
Architect above, going back home from whence we
all came.
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